KAREN L. STRICKLETTPRIVATE 
M.S., C.R.C., A.B.V.E. - D
______________________________________________________________________

EXPERIENCE:
Rehabilitation Consultant and President (July 1981 to present)

Stricklett & Associates, Inc., Omaha, NE. 

Responsibilities include supervising a staff of Vocational Rehabilitation Consultants, as well as performing business administration and case management duties. Skills include conducting job analyses, providing vocational counseling, conducting labor market surveys, completing loss of earning capacity analyses and providing expert testimony in litigated cases.

Vocational Expert (January 1985 to 1988)

Social Security Administration, Office of Hearing and Appeals, Omaha, NE.  

Served as an independent contractor to the Federal Government.  Responsible for reviewing SSDI and SSI claims records, developing vocational profiles and testifying at the Hearing as to employability.

Rehabilitation Counselor (September 1986 to 1988)

Immanuel Medical Center, Rehabilitation Department, Omaha, NE.  

Provided personal and vocational counseling to inpatients in the Rehabilitation Unit.  Primarily worked with head-injured, stroke and spinal cord-injured patients.

Senior Rehabilitation Specialist (July 1980 to July 1981)

International Rehabilitation Associates, Inc., Shawnee Mission, KS.

Case management and counseling responsibilities included personal and vocational counseling, medical care coordination, job analyses, job development and placement of disabled individuals.

Rehabilitation Counselor (June 1979 to July 1980)

Nebraska Dept. of Education, Vocational Rehabilitation Division, Omaha, NE.

Primary emphasis upon vocational counseling and job placement of hearing impaired clients; coordinating of community services, client advocacy and public education with respect to deafness and other handicapping conditions.  Also worked closely with local employers in a job development capacity.

CERTIFICATIONS:
Certified by the Nebraska Workers' Compensation Court as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor and a Job Placement Specialist since 1994

Diplomate of the American Board of Vocational Experts since 1989
Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (C.R.C.) since 1983

Certified Case Manager (C.C.M.) from 1995 to 2010

Certified Disability Management Specialist (C.D.M.S.) from 1985 to March 2000

Certified by the U.S. Department of Labor to provide vocational counseling and rehabilitation services to disabled Federal employees, 1982-1990

EDUCATION:
Metropolitan Community College, Omaha, Nebraska.  July 1979 to July 1980.  Coursework to develop skills in communicating with the deaf; completed Advanced Sign Language training.

University of Nebraska at Omaha, Omaha, Nebraska.  May 1979 M.S. Department of Counseling and Guidance.  Emphasis upon Agency Counseling.

Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  May 1974 B.A.  Major in Psychology; Minor in Elementary Education.  Summa Cum Laude graduate.  Received departmental honors in Psychology; Phi Beta Kappa.

ACTIVITIES AND TRAINING:
Periodically conduct seminars, workshops and give presentations regarding the vocational implications of disability and assessing loss of earning capacity to professional groups including attorneys, medical practitioners, employers, rehabilitation professionals and insurance companies.  Also provide training to local and out of state adjusters who are unfamiliar with the Workers' Compensation rules pertaining to vocational rehabilitation issues in the states of Nebraska and Iowa.  
Presenter at the Nebraska Continuing Legal Education and Nebraska State Bar Association 2013 Workers’ Compensation Seminar in Omaha, NE – “Vocational Rehabilitation Issues” – November 2013.

Presenter at the Nebraska Self Insured Association Luncheon in Omaha, NE – “Recent Developments in Assessing Loss of Earning Capacity in Workers’ Compensation Cases” – August 2013. 
Completed Webinar sponsored by the International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals entitled “Neural Plasticity and Innovations in Brain Injury Rehabilitation” presented by Frank D. Lewis, PhD, National Director of Clinical Outcome Services with NeuroRestorative – January 2013.

Presenter at the Nebraska Hospital Association Fall Workers’ Compensation Seminar in Kearney, NE – “Vocational Rehabilitation” – September 2012 

Attended the American Board of Vocational Experts 2012 Annual Conference in Las Vegas, NV – “Balancing the Many Aspects of Vocational Expert Practice” – March 2012
Presenter at the 2011 Workers’ Compensation Section Annual Seminar sponsored by the Nebraska State Bar Association in Omaha, NE – November 2011; topic was “Vocational Issues: Restrictions and Work Classifications

Attended the Nebraska Self Insurers Association Fall Conference in Omaha, NE – October 2011  

Attended the Forty-Ninth Annual Workers’ Compensation Symposium sponsored by the Iowa Workers’ Compensation Advisory Committee in Des Moines, IA – June 2011

Attended the 2011 NE-IARP Spring Conference sponsored by the Nebraska Chapter in Omaha, NE – May 2011. 
Attended the half day “Free Work Comp Seminar” sponsored by CompChoice Occupational Health Services in Omaha, NE – April 2011.  

Attended the 2010 Workers’ Compensation Section Annual Seminar sponsored by the Nebraska State Bar Association in Omaha, NE – November 2010

Attended the 2010 NE-IARP Spring Conference sponsored by the Nebraska Chapter in Omaha, NE – May 2010
Presenter at the NCLE and NSBA 2009 Annual Workers’ Compensation Seminar in Lincoln, NE – November 2009

Attended the International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals 2009 Forensic Conference in Memphis, TN – October 2009

Attended the Nebraska IARP Spring Conference entitled “Restoring, Reforming and Rejuvenating Rehabilitation in 2009” in Omaha, NE – May 2009

Speaker at the Iowa SWILL Conference in Council Bluffs, IA – February 2008: “How to Effectively work with Vocational Rehabilitation Counselors in Personal Injury, Workers’ Compensation, Social Security, Divorce and Long Term Disability cases”  

Presenter at the Nebraska Self-Insurers Association Meeting in Omaha, NE – 2007:  “Vocational Rehabilitation – Assessing Loss of Earning Capacity in Nebraska Workers’ Compensation Cases”  
Attended the Nebraska Association of Trial Attorneys Conference entitled “Workers’ Compensation: Nuts, Bolts and Beyond” in Ashland, NE - 2007 

Attended the Nebraska IARP Conference entitled “TNT: A Dynamite Conference – Explosive Issues in Rehabilitation” in Omaha, NE - 2007

Attended the IARP Forensic Conference entitled “Finding Your Oasis – Strategies for Forensic Professionals” in Scottsdale, AZ - 2006 

Attended the 9th Annual DMOS Workers’ Compensation Symposium entitled “The Aging Workforce” in Des Moines, IA - 2006

Attended the NATA Conference entitled "Taking the Soft Tissue Injury Case to Trial" in Omaha, NE - 2006 
Attended the “Best Practices in Colorado Workers’ Compensation” Symposium in Denver, CO - 2006

Attended the Iowa Workers’ Compensation Symposium in Des Moines, IA sponsored by The Iowa Clinic – 2005

Attended the IARP Forensic Section Conference “Overcoming the Fear Factor: Formulating and Communicating the Expert Opinion” in Nashville, TN – 2005

Attended the American Board of Vocational Experts Spring Conference in New Orleans, LA – 2005

Attended the Forty-Third Annual Workers’ Compensation Symposium in Des Moines, IA - 2005

Attended the Nebraska Self-Insurers Conference and Membership Meeting in Omaha, NE – 2005

Presenter at the Panhandle Safety Conference and Exposition in Scottsbluff, NE - 2005

Presenter at the Safety and Health Summit “Reaching New Heights” in Omaha, NE – 2005

Presenter at the 2005 Nebraska Safety, Health and Environmental Conference “Spring Training” in Lincoln, NE - 2005

Faculty Member/Presenter at the Nebraska IARP Fall Conference, Omaha, NE – 2004

Presenter at the AON Risk Services Workers’ Compensation Seminar, Omaha, NE – 2004

Presenter at the Principal Financial Group LTD Seminar, Des Moines, IA - 2004
Faculty Member/Presenter at the NSBA NWCC Seminar, Omaha, NE – 2003

Faculty Member/Presenter at the one day seminar presented by Lorman Education Services entitled “Advanced Workers’ Compensation in Nebraska”, Grand Island, NE – 2003

Panel Member at the Workers’ Compensation Seminar sponsored by Holmes Murphy and Associates, Omaha, NE - 2003  

Faculty Member/Presenter at the one day seminar presented by Lorman Education Services entitled "Preparing for the Workers' Compensation Hearing: Practical Tips and Strategies", Omaha, NE - 2003

Attended the 2002 Nebraska Chapter IARP Symposium, Omaha, NE – 2002

Attended the Nebraska Association of Trial Attorneys Fall Seminar entitled "Practice Pointers", Omaha, NE – 2002

Attended the Nebraska Self-Insurers Association Workers Compensation Seminar, Omaha, NE – 2001

Attended the 10th Annual National Workers’ Compensation Disability Conference in
Chicago, IL – 2001

Attended the Lincoln Claims Association Fall Seminar in Lincoln, NE – 2001

Attended the Safety and Health Council EXPO 2000 in Omaha, NE - 2001

Attended the Nebraska State SHRM Conference in Lincoln, NE – 2000

Attended the Fall 2000 Nebraska IARP Conference in Omaha, NE - 2000

Attended the Nebraska Claims Association Annual Fall Seminar in Omaha, NE - 2000

Attended the NCLE Seminar on Workers’ Compensation: “Getting a Head Start in the 21st Century” – Omaha, NE - 2000

Presenter at the 2000 Knudsen, Berkheimer, Richardson & Endacott Claims Seminar at Mahoney State Park, NE – 2000

Attended the NARPPS/IARP National Conference in Dallas, Texas – 2000

Attended the NCLE Seminar on Workers’ Compensation: Sharpening Your Skills for the New Millennium in Omaha, NE – 1999

Attended the Nebraska Association of Trial Attorneys Winter Seminar “Facing Juror Bias” in Council Bluffs, Iowa – 1999

Attended the Lincoln Claims Association Annual Fall Seminar in Lincoln, NE – 1999

Attended the American Board of Vocational Experts Fall Conference in Pittsburgh, PA – 1999

Attended the NATA Fall Seminar “Motor Vehicle Litigation in the 21st Century” in Lincoln, NE – 1999

Attended the Nebraska Workers' Compensation Court Education Seminar in Lincoln, Nebraska – 1999

Attended the Nebraska Continuing Legal Education, Inc. Seminar “Workers' Compensation Practice” in Omaha, Nebraska – 1998

Presenter/Moderator at the Nebraska NARPPS Conference in Omaha, NE–1998

Attended Workers’ Compensation in Nebraska Seminar sponsored by Lorman Education Services in Lincoln, Nebraska – 1998

Presenter at the Nebraska Continuing Legal Education, Inc. Seminar “Evaluating Workers’ Injuries and Trying Claims in a Quickly Changing Atmosphere” in Omaha, Nebraska – 1997

Attended Safety and Health Council of Greater Omaha, Inc. Conference at Mahoney State Park in Nebraska – 1997

Attended 1997 Nebraska SHRM State Conference in Omaha, Nebraska - 1997

Attended American Board of Vocational Experts Fall Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota - 1997

Attended the Fifth Annual National Expert Witness and Litigation Seminar sponsored by S.E.A.K. Inc. in Hyannis, Massachusetts - 1996

Attended the 1996 Great Plains Regional Conference of the National Rehabilitation Association in Omaha, Nebraska

Attended the "Trial Practice" Seminar sponsored by the Nebraska Association of Trial Attorneys and the Nebraska College of Advocacy - 1996

Attended the 1995 Annual Conference of the Central States Association of the IAIABC

Attended the Rehabilitation Association of Nebraska 1995 Annual Conference

Presenter at the Great Plains Regional RAN Conference in Des Moines, Iowa - 1995

Presenter at the Baylor, Evnen, Curtiss, Grimit and Witt Client Seminar in Lincoln, Nebraska - 1995

Presenter at the Knudsen, Berkheimer, Richardson and Endacott Client Seminar in Lincoln, Nebraska - 1994

Attended the NARPPS Forensic Section Conference "Managing the Personal Injury Case:  Vocational, Economic and Special Issues" - 1994

Attended the NARPPS National Conference, "Gaining The Competitive Edge: Horizons For The Advanced Practitioner" - 1994

Presenter at the "Workers' Compensation Law and Practice in Nebraska Seminar" sponsored by CISI - 1993

Attended Earning Capacity Evaluations: Solutions for Economic Recovery sponsored by Heartland Rehabilitation Associates, Inc. - 1992

Attended NARPPS Conference, "Rehabilitation: The Future is Now" - 1991

Presenter at the 1991 Annual Conference, Rehabilitation Association of Nebraska

Attended American Board of Vocational Experts Regional Conference in Kansas City, Missouri - 1989

Committee Member and Presenter, Iowa Workers' Compensation Seminar "Returning the Injured Worker to Employment" - 1988 

Attended "Vocational Disability and Earning Capacity Determination" - Evert G. Dillman, Ph.D. in Omaha, Nebraska - 1988

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS:
International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals – Nebraska Chapter and Forensics Section

Currently on the Nebraska Chapter IARP Board – two year term (2013 – 2015)

American Board of Vocational Experts – Diplomate
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